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for Belmont, Swan, and Beeloo will be
concerned in the matter. I believe that
anyone who is going to have his livelihood
affected should be bought out and given
a chance to start afresh before the price
of land gets too high. Surely it is reas-
onable that people who have sat on land
for years and who are now prepared to
develop it should be given a chance to
do so. They are told that they cannot
develop it and cannot subdivide it or sell.

I agree with this principle where land
has been bought for speculation, but not
when it was bought with the idea of de-
veloping it. People are being penalised as
years go by. I believe that as they get
older they should be logked after, and
I hope the two cases I have mentioned
will get some consideration from the de-
partments concerned, Those departments
are the Main Roads Department, the Town
Planning Board, and the Metropolitan
Region Planning Authority. They are the
three authorities one has to go through, and
if one authority cannot get around a prob-
lem the buck is passed to someone else.

I want o touch briefly on a matier
which I have raised several times in this
House, and that is the way the Press re-
port various items. No doubt members
have been told by now that I am a mem-
ber of the local authority. In a recent
eastern suburban supplement, on Thurs-
day, the 5th August, 1965, there appeared
a heading “Bayswater Opposes Housing.”

No doubt many people have read that
and noticed that it had to do with natives
and a request from the Minister for the
opinion of the local authorities in regard
to the housing of natives in their dis-
triets. Now, headlines are read by a lot
of people who do not read the article,
and those people can be misled by such
headlines.

The position is that the loeal authority
is not opposed to housing natives, as the
article would indicate. The local auth-
ority believes in the assimilation of the
natives, but it believes in total assimila-
tion. In this article one councillor said
that he did not notice that Melville or
Dalkeith or other areas were mentioned
in the letter dealing with where the
native houses were to be built. Surely if
we are to assimilate our black brothers
into our community we will not pick out
certain suburbs and say, “That is where
you can live.,” Surely we have to do the
job properly; and if it is good enough to
approach the local authority of Bayswater,
then surely it is good enough to go to
all the local! authorities. We should not
pick out two or three authorities.

our growl is not against the housing of
natives. Our complaint is the lowering
of the standards of the other people where
the natives are going to be put, because of
the lower standard of house to be built
for the natives. The houses in the area I
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represent are brick, or brick veneer. It
is proposed, according to the plans and
specifications which I read, and which are
shown in the list, to put the natives into
houses of a lower standard than we would
allow our own white people to live in.

I do not make any excuses for the local
authority, but I do say that if we intend to
be really earnest in our endeavours to as-
similate these people, then let us do it the
right way. If we have been able to raise
some of these native families t0 a reason-
able standard, and we intend to put them
into houses, is it not only right and pro-
per that they should be placed in properly
constructed homes which would be equal
to those which would be occupied by white
people?

I know there have been experiences
where some natives in various parts of the
State have torn their homes to pleces. In
that case I say the department is in the
wrong, because it should not put natives
into houses when they are not ready for
it. It could be said, “How can you get
them ready for houses?* As I have men-
tioned before, many native families have
come from the missions, and surely noth-
ing could be said about the character of
those people. They are the type that we
should be gradually assimilating into our
community. I know it is not possible to
take nomad natives from the bush, place
them in homes in the middle of civilisa-
tion, and expect them to live like the rest
of the community around them.

Therefore the article I mentioned, like
many others that appear in the Press, is
misleading; and I hope the day will come
when we will have decent reporting—un-
biased reporting—which will not only lift
the standard of the people, but will also
retain the standing of Parliament on the
highest plane.

Debate adjourned, on metion by Mr,
Runciman,

House adjourned at 10.22 pm.
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(The Hon. L. C.

Diver) took the Chair at 4.30 p.m, and
read prayers.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE

IRON ORE AGREEMENTS
Reports from Companies: Tabling

The Hon. F. J. 8. WISE asked the
Minister for Mines:

In view of the extensive and in-
tensive programme of the varlous

companies operating under agree--

ments passed by this Parliament
in connection with iron ore, will
the Minister agree to table in this

House the monthly reports made
available to him by the various
companies?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

I will give consideration to the
matier. I do not know that the
actuyal construction reports are
submitted in the form of monthly
information, but if the honour-
able member will give me an
opportunity to examine the situa-
tion, I will see what information
can be provided in printed form.

The Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Thank you.

QUESTIONS (8): ON NOTICE
OIL SEARCH
Leases and Results of Drilling

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND asked
the Minister for Mines:

Relating to the search for oil in
Western Australia, the Minister
is asked to supply the following
information:—

(a) total area considered poten-
tial oil bearing;
(b) total area held under lease;

(¢) area of each lease and name
of holders;

{d) original dates
were issued;

(e) expiry dates of leases now
held;

(f) numher and depth of each
well completed and being
drilled on each lease;

(g) detailed resulis of each well
drilled on each lease; and

(h) loeation and holder of each
lease not yet drilled for oil.

when leases

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

{(a) The area in this State which is
considered to have oil potential
is subject to interpretation. How-
ever, it is estimated that approxi-
mately 400,000 square miles of the
land area of the State has pos-
sible potential for oil generation
and zccumulation. In addition,
some 200,000 square miles on the
continental shelf may be pros-
pective.

(b) Total area held under oil search
permits to explore is 771,970
square miles.

t¢) to (h) Lists giving required in-
formation are tabled.
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The lists tabled were as follows— 172H—Alliance Petroleum Aus-
. tralia N.L.

Permits to Explore not Yeb 174H—Alliance Petroleum Aus-
e tralia N.L.

No. Holder- 177H—Alliance Petroleum Aus-
106H—Westralian Oil Limited. tralia N.L.

134H—Exoil Pty. Lid. and Hunt

Petroleum Corp.

193H—Hawkstone Ofl Co. Ltd.
199H—Pilbara Exploration N.L.

135H—Exoil Pty. Ltd. and Hunt 2053—321?;013 Fetroleum Aus-
Petroleum Corp. - ) A
206 H—Alliance Petroleum Aus-
136H—Exo0il Pty. Ltd. and Hunt
Petroleum Corp. tralia N.L.
142H—Hawkstone Oil Co. Lid. 207H—Alllance Petroleum Aus-
14TH—Hunt Oil Co. and Placid ‘ 209H—Australian OQil Corpora-
0Oil Co, g tion.
148H—Hunt Oil Co. and Placid 23H—Woodside (Lakes En-
0il Co. - trance) 1.’ou tc«;i Eﬁg
151H—Hackathorn Oils Pty. - B.O.C. of Australia "
’ Ltd. T v Shell Development (Aus-

152H—Hackathorn Oils
Ltd.

153H—Hackathorn Oils
Lid,

156H—Hunt ©Oil Co. and Placid

Oil Co.

15YH—Hunt Oil Co. and Placld

tralia Pty. Ltd.
216H—Pilbara Exploration N.L.

Pty.

Pty. 221H—Australian Aquitaine

Petroleum Pty. Ltd,
Arco Ltd.

255ﬁ—West Australian Petro-
leum Pty. Ltd.

0il Co. 232H—Victorian Qil N.L.
158H—Hunt Oil Co. and Placid 233H—West Australian Petro-
©Oil Co. leum Pty. Litd.
159H—Hunt Oil Co. and Placid 235H—Tasman Ofl Pty. Ltd.
0il Co. 236H-—Abrolhos Oil NL, BP
161H—Hunt Qil Co¢. and Placid Petroleum Development
0l Co. . Australia Pty. Ltd.

Western Australia

Mines Department

Petroleum Act, 1936
PERMITS TO EXPLORE AS AT &th AUGUST, 1965

Area Expiry Date of

No. (Square miles) | Current Term Holders

27H 34,650 31/12/65 West Australion Petrolewm Pty. Ltd., 251 Adelaide Ter-
race, Perth.

28H 30,750 31/12/65 do. do. do. do.

30H 140,200 31/12/65 do. do. do. do.

108K 11,800 29/9/65 Westralian Qil Ltd., 44 Parliament Place, West Perth.

127H 13,800 28/3/66 Allianes Oil Development Australia N.L., Melbourne.

134H 12,600 *0/12/66 Exoil Pty. Ltd. and Hunt Petroleum Corporation, 137
Queens Street, Brisbane.

135H 12,600 *0/12/65 do, do. do. do.

136H 12,450 *9/12/65 do, do. do. do.

142H 5,200 8/10/65 Hagvke;t.one 0il Company Ltd., 135 St. George’s Terracs,

erth.
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Area

Expiry Date of

PLORE AS A'l' 5th AUGUST, 196i—continued

No. {Square miles) | Current Term Holders
147H 12,830 145/8,/65 Hunt 0il Co. and Placid 0il Co.,, o/o Keall, McCall &
(Renewal Bringden, - 20 Barrack Street, Perth.
applied for)
148H 12,600 16/8/65 do. do. do. do.
{Renewal
applied for)
1511 14,200 7/2/66 Hagkathorn Qils Pty. Ltd., ¢c/o Keali, McCall and Brins-
den, 20 Barrack Street, Perth.
152H 11,650 1/2/66 do. do. do. do.
153H 13,050 7/2/66 do. do. do, do.
1a6H 12,450 10/7/65 Hunt 0Qil Co. and Placid 0il Co., ¢/o Keall, MeCall &
{Renewal Brinstden, 29 Barrack Street, Perth.
applied for)
157H 12,600 10/7 /65 do. do. do. do.
{Renewal
appliod for)
158H 12,800 10/7 /65 da. deo. do. do.
{Renewal
applied for)
159H 12,800 10/7 /65 da. do. do. do.
{Renewal
applied for)
161H 12,900 24 /8/65 do, da. do. do.
{Renewal
applied for)
172H 6,150 30/3/66 Alliance Petroleum Australia N.L.
I73H 12,250 30/3 /66 do. do. do.
174H 6,100 30/3/66 da, do. do.
175H 6,050 30/3/66 do. do. do,
177H 6,050 30/3/66 do. to. do.
103H 2,750 5/2/66 Hawkestone Qil Co. Ltd., 135 St. George’s Terrace, Perth.
205H 16,700 17/4/66 Alliance Petrolcum Austraha. N.L.
206H 12,950 17 /9/66 do. de. do.
207H 13,000 17/9/66 do. do. do.
209H 12,200 31/8/63 Australian Oil Corporation, ¢/o Parker & DParker, 164
Bt. Georgea "Terrace, Perth.
210H 12,100 31/8/65 do. do. do.
213H 104,000 20/6/66 Wnodmde {Lakes Entrance) Oil Co. No Lisbility, B.0.C.
of Aust. Ltd., Shell Development (Aust.) Pty, Ltd., 792
Elizabeth St.reet, Melbourne, C.1.
217H 17,600 3045 66 West Australian Petroleura Pty. Ltd., 251 Adelaide Ter-
race, Perth,
2tH 44,000 2877 /606 Australian Aquitaine Petroleum Pty, Ltd., Arco Lid.,
Perry House, 129 Elizabeth Street, Sydney,
2253H $,000 20/7/66 West Australisn Petroleum Pty. Ltd., 251 Adelaside Ter-
’ race, Perth.
226H 34,700 6/4/66 do. do. do. do.
227H 11,400 G/4/66 do. do. do. do.
298H 2,900 13/5/66 do. de. o. do.
232H 3,000 10/9/66 Victerian Qil No Liability, 792 Elizabeth Street, Mel-
bourne, Victoria.
233H 6,800 10/2/67 West  Australian Petrolenm Pty. Ltd, 231 Adelaide
Terrace, Perth.
235H 19,400 21/1/67 Tasman Oil Pty. Ltd., 179 St, George’s Terrace, Perth.
236H 2,600 3/2/67 Abrolhos 0il No Liability, BP Peircleum Development
Australia Pty. Ltd., 135 8t. George’s Terrace, Perth.
237H 8,950 Application | West Australian Petroleum Pty. Ltd., 251 Adelnide Ter-
pending race, Perth,
238H 1,220 do. B.0.C. of Australia Ltd., Shell Development (Australia)
Pty. Lid.,, Woodside (Lakes Entrance) Oil Coy. N.L.,
792 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne, C.1.
Total Area 771,978




Name

Abbarwardoo No. 1 |, |

Allanooka No. |
Allanooka No. 2

Alexnndra Bridge No.

Arrowsmith \‘
Bookara No.

B.M.R. No. ]0 (Be.uglt Rulgo)
1B.M.R. No. ](l;\ (H(‘ngle R.]dbc)

Caddua No,
Eganu No. I
Eneabha No. 1
Burangon No. t
Qingin No. 1 ...
Qingin No. 2 .
Hill River Nn,
Hill River No,
Hill River No.
Hill River No.
Jurien No. 1 ...
Mt Hill No. |
Mungarea No.
Mungarra No.
Mungurea No.
Mungerea No,
Mungmrra No.
M¢t. Horner No. 1
M¢, Horner No, 2
Wicherina No. 1

- GO IS -—

EIE SR A

Warren River No. |

Warren River No, 2

1

WELLS DRILLED FOR PETROLEUM EXPLORATION IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Loeation *
| Total . Year
Tvpe ;— -— Depth BUtE](;mt‘sl : Dl;.ﬂ}_ed com- l Results
|l () Long. () | (fee® | |P'et°d;
:
PERTH BASIN
CStrat, .0 28° 35 107 ) 115° 097 35" 1 2,000 ¢ L, Permian ..+ WAPET .. L1962  Dry.
YOIl Test ...+ 29° 08’ 317 | 115° 00’ 40" | %895 ! L. Permian ClwapeT 11965 | Dry.
. Oil Test L 0 20° 067 007 | 114° 597 36" 1 3,300 | Precambrian . | WAPET . 1965 Dry.
. Strat. 340 097 32% L 115° 15 54 . CWAPET . . .. [ Drilling,
o0l Test. . 20° 367 387 | 1153° 06" 537 11,306 Precambrian | FRC. L1965 | Gas well,
! Strat. ... 98" 390° 287 | 114° 45 507 926 | Precambrinn ! WAPKETL . L 1963 © Dry.
 Mtrat. e 8202407 18T 114° 587 307 3,910 4 L. Permian .U BOMR. o 1959 Minor oil shows.
| Steat. . 20° 407 387 ' 114° 58° 307 4,862 U Procambrian . BALR, 1960 Miror oil shows,
VOI Test 0 30° 200 197 1 115° 12055 1 0 L . R L X | . v Drilling,
Lo Usteat, L 29° 507 057 | 1150 497 35" 1,970 - UL Jurassic .V WAPET 1963 Dy,
o Odl test L 207 347 147 | 1153° 197 567 13,712 L. Triassic . WADLKET . 1861 | Minor oil and gax shows,
Oil test ... | 20° 077 34” | 115° 08 107 7470 | L. Permian U WAPET .. 1965 , Minor gas shows,
. Uil test .. { 31° 087 327 1 115° 40 35" 14,908 ! L. Jurassic ¢ WAPET .. 1965 | Oil and gas well,
. Oil test . 31° 107187 T L15° 507 357 - . I WAPET . et Drilling.
- Strat. ~ 1 30° 167 00" | 115° 18 G0 1,900 | L. Jurassic . CPAWAPET . 1862 | Dry.
Strat. ‘ 0° 11 o 115° 142 00" . 1,620 | L. Jurassic . .o D WAPED 1962 | Dry.
... Strat. S 3v0 oy 327 ) 115° 117 18 865 } U. ‘I'riassic DWAPET L I 1962 ' Dry.
- Nteat, L3007 230 247 0 1157 1Y 47 1,010 , U, Triassic WAPET .. 1962 Lhy.
Dil test ... | 30° 08 407 | L15° 02 547 2,366 | Precambrinn WAPET C 1962 Minor gas shows.
o Bteat. . 20° 047 057 | L14° 58" 53" | 1,858 | L. Triassic  WAPET . 1964 Dry.
. | Strat. ... ‘ 28° 517 027 | 115° 06" 53" 1,998 | L. Permian CWAPET ... 1964 | Dry.
" Bbeat. .. | 287 547 30 | 1157 047 547 2010 | L. Permian WAPET .. 1965 | Dy,
Strat. .| 28° 577 33% | 115° 047 53" 2070 | L, Triassic WAPET . 1985 | Minor gras shows.
Strat. | 28° 347 157 | 115° 15" &0° 2,110 | U, Jursssic WAPET . 1965 ) Dry.
.| Steat. ... | 28° 54 407 | 115° 08" 03" | 2,040 | L. Permian WAPET . ' 1965 + Dry.
| Oil test ... ‘ 29° 07° 42* | 1158° 05’ 00 7,390 | L. Permian . WAPET | - 1965 ' il well.
Oil test ... 20° 08" 41" ; 115° 047 34" 6,746 | L. Permian - WAPET 1965 [ Minor il and gas shows.
Qil test ... | 28° 49" 53~ | 115° 14" 19" 3.530 | L. Permian .. WAPET 1964 | Dry.
Oil test ... | 34° 34" 00 [ 115° 55" 00" 81 | U. Jurassic . WM. &0, i 1002 | Dry.
(approx.) (approx.) l
Oil test ... | 34° 357 00" | 115° 54’ 00" | 204 | U, Jurassic CPWM EO. L 1902 i Dry.
(approx.) (approx.} ! l
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WELLS DRILLED FOR PETROLEUM EXPLORATION IN WESTERN AUSTBALIA—continued

(1) €4

Location Total Bottomed l Drilled Year
Name Type I Depth o igmc | 1.0: com. Results
’ Lat. (8) | Leng. (E) (feet) | pleted
PERTH BASIN-—continued
Warren River No. 3 ... L1 Oil test L. 34 3T 007 | 115" 317 00" 1,719 + U, Jurassic e | WM. &0, ... 1908 Dry.
{approx.) (approx.) !
Weolntulla No. 1 ... o | Oil test ... | 30 01" 247 | 115° 11/ 28" 9,224 | Precambrian ... o | WAPET ... | 1963 | Gaa shows.
Yardarino No. 1 e | Oil test ... | 29° 13 13" | 115° 03’ 107 7,800 | L. Permian oo | WAPET . | 1964 | Gas well,
Yardar:mo No. 2 O'EI test ... | 20° 127 22: 113° 03’ 38° 10,090 | L. Perm@an .. | WAPET .. | 1964 D}'y.
Yardarino No. 3 e | Ol test ... | 20° 13 277§ 115° 03° 10” 8,857 | L. Permnian . | WAPET _. | 1964 | Oil weil.
Yardarvino No. 4 ... | Oil test ... | 29° 137 037 | 115° 02’ 39° 8,168 | L. Permizn .. v t WAPET ... | 1964 { Dry.
CARNARVON BASIN
Barrow No. 1 Oil test ... | 20° 49" 06" | L15° 38" 38" 9,785 | U. Jurassic e WAPET ... | 1964 | Oil and gas weil.
Barrow No. 2 Oil test ... | 20° 49 407 | L15° 23" 07* 7,640 | U. Jurassic . | WAPET ... | 1964 | Qil and gas well.
Barrow No. 3 il test ... | 20% 40’ 227 [ 115° 23" 117 7,250 | U. Jurassic —. | WAPET ... | 1964 | Oil and gas well
Barrow No. ¢ Qil test ... | 20 50 327 | 115° 23’ 05”7 7,816 | U. Jurassic .. | WAPET ... | 1965 | Gas well.
Barrow No. 5 Qil test ... | 20° 48° 03" | 115" 23" 40”7 7,390 | U. Jurassic .. | WAPET .. | 1965 ] Oil well
Boarrow No. 6 Oil test ... | 20° 48 55" | L15" 23’ 40" 7,732 | U. Jurassic ... | WAPET .. | 19865 | Qil well.
Barrow No. 7 v | Ol test ... | 20° 437 587 | 1L15° 25° 257 8,002 | U. Jurassic . | WAPET ... | 1965 | Qil well
. i t ... | 207 507 587 ¢ 237 537 . i /. F ing.

’ﬁ?‘{{i{‘f §;’_ g (Gicalia) .. gt‘:u;‘.as | 20 §g I'g" Hi ﬁ gg ;:39:8 E 3;‘5,1“.23 }3‘.3\1?1511 .| 1938 %?-;t.mg
BM.R. No. 6 (Mudorong) .... | Strat. and | 24° 05’ 55" | 114° 46 307 1,002 | L. Permian ... w. | BMR. .. | 1958 | Dry.

struct.
B.MR. No. 7 {Muodoerong) ... | Steat. and | 24% 037 557 | 114° 46" 30" 1,997 | L. Permian ... | BM.R. . | 1958 | Dry.

sbruct.
B.AM.R. No. 8 (Mt. Madeline} | Strat. and | 25° 44’ 507 | 115° 40’ 40" 3,004 | L. Permian . | BMR, e | 1989 | Dry.

struct.
B.MR. No. 9 (Daurie Creek) | Strat. and | 25° 32’ 207 | 115° 52’ 507 2,209 | L. Pormian .. | BMR. v | 1959 | Dry.

atruet.
Cape Cuvier No. I ... oo | Strab. ... |24° 137 30-37| 113° 23° 43.6”7 1,600 | Devonian ... | WAPET ... | 1855 | Dry.
Cape Range No. 1 . . Oil test ... [22° 03’ 56-5°| 114° 00’ 32-5°| 8,019 | M. Jurassic - ... | WAPET ... | 1954 | Gas showa.
Cape Range No, ¥ ... e | Ol test ... 22° 05 50-567) 113° 69’ 41-2° 15,170 | L. Jurassic ... ' WAPET .., 1956 | Ga®, non-commerclal.

[ TIONNOD]



Cape Range No, 3A .
Cape Range No. 4 .
Dirk Ha.r!.og Nos. 1-16

Dirk Hartog No. 17B
Exmouth No, 1
Exmouth No. 2
Giralis No. 1 ...
Qrierson No. 1

Grierson No. 2
Grierson No. 3

Learmonth No. 1
Learmonth No. 2
Marrilla No, |
Minderoe No. |
Paterson No. |

Quail No. 1 ...
Rough Range No. 1 ...
Rough Range No. 1A ..
KRough Range No,
Rough Range No.
Rough Range No.
Rough Range No.
Rough Range No.
Rough Range No.
Rough Range No.
Rough Range No.
Rough Range No.
Rough

L ~1 T WD

0

Rough
Rough
Rough

Wandagee No. 1
Wandagee No. 2
Wandages No. 3
Warroora No. 1

Whaleback No. 1
Yanrey No. 1

Range South No.
Hough Range South No.
Range South No.
Range Seuth No.
Range South No.
Rough Range Sonth No.

[~ N

Gil test ...
Struet.

Qil test ..
Struct.
Struct.

Oil test ..
Strat. and
struck,
Strat. and
struct.
Strat. and
struct.
Oil test ...
Qil test ...

Strat,

Strut.

0Oil test .,
Oil test ...
Oil test ...
Oil test ...
Oil test ...
Oil test ...
Oil test ...
Oil test ...
Qil test ...
Qil test ...
Qil test ...
Oil test ..
Qil test ...
Struct.
Struct.
Struel.
Struet. ...
Oil test ...
Struct.

Strat.

Strat.

Strat. ...
Oil test ...
Oil test ...
Oil test ...

..oj2z2e 37
. (920 237 48.27

22° 08 4297
22° 19" 265"
25° 42° 00"~
25° 57’ 45°
25° 51’ 58
22° 23 01"
22° 21 257
22° 59" 35"
24° 12° 00"

24° 12"

24° 127 02"
22° 10’ 58-57
22° 17 35
22° 55" 45"
21° 50 40”
22° 27" 34
23° 57 (4~
22° 25° 066"
23% 23’ 06"
23° 25 J07
22° 247 40"
22° 25’ 237
23° 25" 077
22° 25" 12-77
22° 26" 407
227 267 407
22° 267 §0”
22° 25 04-6”
1757

22> 307 08-7
22° 327 90"
22° 34° 24-6°
2g° 327 227
23° 537 157
23° 63" 13
23° 49" 43"
23° 30" 30-17
22° 43 35"
22° 15 15-7

113°
113°
112°
113°
113°
114°
114°
114°
113°

59 54-2"
56 09-17
58" 20"-
09’ 20"
04’ 4G-56”
06" 38-5"
08’ 17"
147 207
46 207

113° 47 207

113° 45’ 30"

114°
114°

03’ 31-27
03" 48~
114° 30 00"
115° 04 00
113° 55 66”7
I14* 297 577
H4° 047 54-4"
114° 04¢ 55"
114% 04* 05"
114° 05" 0y~
114° 04’ 54"
114° 047 33"
114° 047 48-8”
114° 04" 06~
114° 03 447
114° 047 227
114° 05° 02:47
113° 57" 37-6”
114% 00 20-4"
T14° 027 2957
114° 01 28-4"
113° 59° 16-57
114° 00" 42-4"
114* 23’ 517
114® 31° 38"
114> 20 037
113° 527 48-1”
113° 517 377
114° 347 56-8"

3,797
3,858
778-
1,600
4,908
1759
2,029
4,080
L.437

1,478
1,450

7,636
6,137
1,498
2,000
7,500

11,747

14,607
4,657
4,079
3,915
3.760
3,772
3.607
4,281
3.919
3,844
3,739
2866
1,52
1.900
2,280
4,760
1,594
8,520
1,013

730
5,902
5,013

L1413

U. Juraasic
U. Jurassic
Eacene

L. Silurian

U. Cretaceous .. .
U. Cretaceous ...,
L. Permiaun
Devonian

Devonian
Devonian

L. Permian

U, Triassic

? Silurian

U. Carbonilerous
Jurassic ...,

? Silurian

Devonian .

. Jurassic-L. C‘letnceous
. Jurassic

. Cretaceous
. Cretaceous
Cretaceous
Cretaceous
. Jurassic-L. Cretaceous
Cretaceous

. Jurassie-L. Cretaceous
. Jurassie-L. Cretaccous
. Cretaceous ..
('retaceous ...
. Cretaceons ...
. Cretuceous ...
. Permian
. Cretaceous ..
. Silurian

. Permian
pre-Cretaceous ...
Carboniferous

L. Permian
Precambrian

rrcr:zrbccrﬁrrwﬁcc

WAPET
WAPET
WAPET

WAPET
WAPET
WAPET
WAPET
WAPET

WAPET
WAPET

WAPET
WAPET
WAPKET
WAPET
WAVET
WAPET
WAPET
WAPET
WAPET
WAPET
WAPET
WAPET
WAPET
WAPET
WAPET
WAPET
WAPKT
WAPET
WAPET
WAPET
WAPET
WAPET
WAPET
WAPET
WAPET
WAPKT

! WAPHT

WAPET
WAPET

Dry.
Dry.

Minor gas show,
Minor gns show,
Dry.

Dry.

Minur gas show,
Dry.

Oil well,

Oil well.

Dry.

Dry.

Dry.

Dry.

Dry.

Dry.

Dry.

Dry.

Minor oil showa.
Dry.

Dry,

Dry.

Dy,

Dry.

Dry,

Minor gas show,
Dry.

Dry.

Minor oil show

Minor oil show.
Dry.
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: | !
Location
Total ) . i Year
Name Type |—-- - ————-=| Depth Bottomed ! Drilled I com- Results
| (feet) in for loted
i I Lat. (8) , Long. (E) plete
CANNING BASIN
Babrongan No. Oil test ... ! 18" 237 23" | 123° 35" 377 6.393 | U. Devonian WAPET 1962 | Dry.
Barloe No. 1 ... Oil test ... | 17° 48° 237 | 122° 42’ 40" 8,101 | U. Carboniferous WAPET 1960 | Minor gas show,
B.M.R. No. 1 (Jlugurrn Creek) Strat. 187 197 497 | 123° 42" 457 1,680 | L. Permian BM.RE. 1955 | Dry.
BM.R. No. 2 (Laurel Downg) | Strat. 18° 07 06-17 125° 207 03-1"| 4,000 | U, Devonian B.M.R. 1956 | Dry.
B.M.R. No. 3 (Price’s Creek) | Strat. 18° 3% 407 | 125° 547 05 694 | Precambrian BALR. 1956 | Dry.
(approx.) (approx.)
B.M.R. No. & (Wallal) Steat. 1P 44 127§ 1207 44 287 L1410 | Jurassic .. B.ALR. 1938 | Dvy.
B.M.R. No. 44 . Strat. 19° 447 127 | 120° 447 287 2,223 | Precambrian .. { B.M.R. 1958 | Dry.
Dampier Nowns No. it Strat. .. | 18° 187 007 | 123° 06" 00" 3,028 | L. Qrdovician ... . | WAPET 1956 | Dry.
Fraser Biver No. 1 ... Oil test ... | 17° 25 04" | 123° 0% 29" 10,144 | Post-Carboniferous Gab- | WAPET 1956 | Dry.
bro
Frome Rocks Neo. 1 ... Oil Lest, . [ 187 117 487 [ 123" 38 427 4,003 | Rock Salb WAPET 1959 | Dry.
Frome Rocks No. 2. Qil test ... | 18 15 15" | 123° 39° 35” 7,504 t U, Devonian ! WAPET 1959 | Minor oil show.
Goldwyer No. Oil teat ... ) 187 22 477 ) 129° 227 AR” 4,720 | Precambrian 1 WAPET 1958 ! Minor oil ghows.
Grant Range NO . Oil test .. | LB 017 007 | 124° 00 257 12,815 | U. Carboniferous | WAPET 1955 | Dry.
Hawkstono Peak No 1 Oil test ... [ 17° 147 45" ° 124° 24 26" 3,897 | Precambrian . WAPET ... | 1962 | Dry.
Langoora No. 1 Oil test ... | 17° 187 077 | 124° Q6" 48” 5,299 | Precambrian WAPET | 1962 | Dry.
Meada No. 1 Oil test ... | L7° 247 00" 1 124° 11* 30" 8,809 | Precambrian WAPET 1958 [ Oil and gas shows.
Meda No. 2 ... . Oil test ... | 17° 24" 36" | 124° 11’ 237 7,628 | U. Devonian WAPET 1959 | Oil and ges shows,
Mount Wynne No. 1 Oil test ... | 18% 05" 35" | 124° 23’ 44" 896 | L. Permian F.K.0. 1923 | Mionor bitumen present.
{approx.) (approx.)
Mount Wynne No. 3 Ol test ... | 18° 057 357 | 124° 23" 44 2,154 | L. Permian F.K.O. 1925 | Minor oil shows.
{approx.) (approx.}
Myroodah No. 1 . Oil test ... | 18 16" 157 | 124° 11" 27" G,001 | L. Permian . AF.0. .| 19566 | Dry.
Nerrima No. 1 (A.F.0.) Qil test ... | 18° 2¢° 55” | 124° 227 17" 9,072 | U. Carboniferous A.F.0. .| 1955 \Imcu oil shows.
Nerrinae No. 1 (F.K.0.) Oil tost ... | 18 287 16” | 124° 24’ (2" 4,271 | L. Permian F.X.O. .| 1941 | Dry.
Parda No. L ... Oil test ... 1 18° 56" 08" | 122° 00" 4" 6,256 | Precombrian WAPET .1 1965 | Dry.
Pool Range No. 3 Qil test ... | 18° 53’ 067 | 1257 47’ 207 3.264 | L. Permian F.X.0. .. 1 1930 | Minor oil shows.
| (approx.} ' (approx.) I
Poole Range No. 3 0il test 18° 52’ 27% | 125° 49° 02" | 1,545 | L. Permian REKO. . 1033 | Dry.
| | {approx.) | (approx.) l; ! 1 !

WELLS DRILLED FOR PETROLEUM EXPLORATION IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA—continued
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Prices Creek No. Oil test ... | 18° 40’ 30" | 126° 55’ 00° 1,008 | Ordovician F.X.0. 1922 | Minor oil ghows,
. . (approx.) {approx.} . .
Prices Creek No.. 2 Qil test ... | 18° 40’ 40" | 125° 56’ 65" 340 | Ordovician F.X.0. 1923 | Minor oil showa,
(approx.} {approx.)
Prices Creck No. 3 Oil test ... | 18° 41’ 237 | 125° 55’ 157 809 | Ordovician F.X.0, 1923 | Minor oil shows.
(approx.) {npprox.)
Prices Creek No. # Oil test ... | 18° 40° 55" | 125° 54’ 05” 444 | L. Permian F.K.O. 1923 | Dry.
(approx.) (approx.}
Rocbuck Bay No. 1 .. Strat. ... [I8° 097 33-97| 122° 27’ 27-8" 4,000 | L. Ordovician WAPET 1956 | Dry.
Saharn No. t ... Oil test .. | 21° (4’ 40" | 123° 23 30" 6,956 ? WAPET .. 1 Dry, suspended.
Samphire Marsh No. 1 Qil test ... |19° 317 07-6" 121° 10’ 50-8"| (,604 | Precambrian WAPET 1458 | Dry.
Sisters No. 1 .. Ofl test ... | 17° 43" 31" | 124" 25" 09" 4,828 | Devonian AF.0. 1957 | Dry.
Thangoo No. | Oil test ... | 18° 22" 067 | 122° 53" 227 3,475 | L. Ordovician WAPET 1959 | Minor wil shows.
Thengeo No. 1A Qil test ... | 18° 21" 527 | 122° 53" 09" 5,429 | Precambrian WAFPET 1960 | Minor oil shows.
Wallal No. 1 ... Strat. ... |19° 517 45-57 120° 377 58-5°| 1,014 | Jurassic ... WAPET 1957 | Dry.
Willara No. 1 Oil test ... | 19° 107 487 | 122° 04" 14" WAPET v | Drilling.
ORD BASIN ]
Okes Durack ... } Qil test ... ’ 17° 167 007 | 128° 5% 00~ ] 1,196 l L. Cambrian Basalt ... 1 0.D.K. 1924 ‘ Dry.
(spprox.) |  (approx.) (opp.)
BONAPARTE GULF BASIN
Bonaparte No. 1 oo | Btrat. test | 15° 00 507 I 128° 44° 35" | 10,630 | U. Devonian ... e A0, 1964 [ Minor gas shows.
Bonuparte No., 2 . ‘ 0il test ... l 15° 05”7 07" | 128° 43" 16" | 7,008 | L. Carboniferous ] A.0.D. 1964 | Gas well,
EUCLA BASIN
Eyre No. | ... Strat. ... | 32° 07 00" | 126° 58’ 00" 1,718 | Precambrion Exoil 1960 | Dry.
Gamgange No. 1 Strat. ... | 32° 16° 00" | 124° A0’ 00" 1,282 | Precambrian Exoil 1960 | Dry.
Euele No. 1 .. Strat. ... | 31° 52* 157 | 128° 13’ 2§~ 728 | Precambrian A.0.D. 1964 | Dey.
Abbreviations :—
Strat. = Stratigraphic Hole. L. = Lower. AF.O = Associated Freney Oilfields N.L.
Struct. = Structure Hole. M. = Middle. B.M.R = Bureau of Mineral Resources,’
Approx. = Approximately. T. = Upper. F.K.O. = Freney Kimberley Oil Co.
WAPET = West Australian Petroleum Pty. Ltd.
WM. & 0. = Westralian Mining and Oil Corporation.
0.D.K = QOkes Durack Kimberley Qil Co.
Exoil = Exoil Pty. Ltd.
A4.0.D. = Alliance Qil Development Australia N.L. and associnted companies.
F.P.C = Irench Petroleum Co. (Aust.} Pty, Ltd,

£12
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MANSLAUGHTER CONVICTIONS IN
FIVE-YEAR PERIOD
Tatal, Number of Drunken Drivers, and
Penalties

The Hon. R. THOMPSON asked the

Minister for Justice:

(1) How many persons have been con-
victed of manslaughter during the
past five years?

(2) What number of these were
drunken drivers?

(3) What were the minimum, maxi-
mum, and average pehalties over
this period?

The Hon. A. F, GRIFFITH replied:

(1) to (3) I will have to ask that this
question be postponed. Some ex-
amination is necessary in order to
determine the answer, particularly
in relation to (2). We have to
carry out some examinations of
depositions in order to get this in-
formation.

BOARDS, TRUSTS, AND
COMMISSIONS

Statutory Powers

The Hon. R. THOMPSON asked the
Minister for Mines:

Would the Minister make avail-
able the names of the various
boards, trusts, commissions, ete.,
that have statutory powers?

The Hon. A. F, GRIFFITH replied;

Yes; but the information will re-
quire some time to collate and will
be made available to the honour-
able member as soon as possible.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES FOR
SOUTHERN CROSS
Commencement and Approrimate
Charges

The Hon. J. J. GARRIGAN asked the

Minister for Mines:

(1) When will S.E.C. power be avail-
able to consumers at Southern
Cross and adjacent districts?

{2} What will be the approximate cost
per unit of S.E.C. power in these
areas?

‘The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

(1) Subject to delivery of material and
availability of funds, the commis-
sion expects to complete the sub-
stations and energise the Merre-
din-Southern Cross-Koolyanobb-
ing line towards the end of 1966.
Following this the availability of
funds will determine when con-
sideration can be given to supply-
ing the present Southern Cross
system.

(2) Electricity will be sold at the
commission’s standard south-west
and country tariffi. (The schedule
is tabled herewith.)

The schedule was tabled.

{COUNCIL.]

SCHOOL SPORTS AT ESPERANCE

Transport Subsidy for Norseman
Schools: Reduction

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS asked the

Minister for Mines:

(1) Is it a fact that the transport sub-
sidy previously provided by the
Education Department, amounting
to approximately £137, for the use
by the Norseman schools to pay
the cost of transport to Esperance
to participate in an interschool
sports meeting, has been reduced
to £507?

(2) If so—

(a) is it a ministerial decision;
and

(b) what is the reason for this
decision?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) Yes.

(b) A formula has naow been fixed
to cover all cases and it has
been decided that £50 is the
maximum that can be granted
for such occecasions.

EGGS IN COLD STORAGE
Number Held by Board

The Hon. J. DOLAN asked the Minister
for Local Government:

How many egegs were held in cold
storage by the Western Australian
Egg Marketing Board as at the
31st July, 19657

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN replied:
7,305 cases (30 dozen} for ship-
ment to the Arahian Gulf, and
3,836 cases (30 dozen) for local
consumption,

KALGOORLIE ABATTOIRS
EMPLOYEES

Income Tax Group Certificates

The Hon. J. J. GARRIGAN asked the

Minister for Mines:
Will the Minister inform the
House why employees of the Kal-
goorlie Abattoirs do not receive
their income tax group certificates
until late August each Yyear,
whilst employees in private in-
dustry in the same district are
issued with thelr certificates in
the first week in July?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
This problem arises through wages
employees at outstations pald by
cash order being included in one
taxation group and the need to
balance the group before group
certificates can be issued. The
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majority of these certificaies, in-
cluding all those for Kalgoorlie
Abattoirs employees, have now
been despatched.

The system is being improved, but
some delay in the issue of group
certificates is inevitable for this
type of wages payment.

PROSPECTORS AND LEASEHOLDERS
Government Assistance

8. The Hon R. H. C. STUBBS asked the
Minister for Mines:

What is the total value of assist-

ance, under the separate headings

set out hereunder, that has heen

provided ta prospectors and lease-

holders from 1959 to the 30th

June, 1965—

(&) Financial;

(b) Plant equipment; and

(¢) Work, in the form of diamond
drilling and geophysical sur-
veys, for goldmining or pros-
pecting carried out on their
behalf?

The Hon. A, F,. GRIFFITH replied:

{a) and (b} £349,413 9s. 7d. under the
Mining Development Act for
assistance for development work
and purchase of plant.
£70,848 11s. 3d. under the Com-
monwealth Gold Mining Encour-
agement Act.

It would take considerable time to
segregate assistance for pure de-
velopment from assistance only
for plant and equipment, as most
applications are for both develop-
ment and plant.

£68,922 55. 11d. as assistance to
prospectors. .

{¢c) Pound for pound diamond drilling

£32,95¢ 3s. bd.
Considerable assistance is also
given in cartage subsidies on
prospectors’ ore to batteries, while
battery treatment charges are
also purely nominal and nowhere
near cover treatment costs.

CONSTITUTION ACTS
AMENDMENT BILL AND
PARLIAMENTARY ALLOWANCES
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Standing Orders Suspension

THE HON. A, F. GRIFFITH (Suburban
—Minister for Mines [449 pm.1: I
move—

That so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended as is necessary to enable
the Constitution Acts Amendment Bill
and the Parliamentary Allowances
Act Amendment Bill to be taken on
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receipt of messages from the Legis-
lative Assembly and to have prece-
dence each day before the Address-
in-Reply, and to be passed through
all stages at any one sitting.
I would ask the House to agree to a sus-
pension of Standing Orders to deal with
the two Bills mentioned in this motion up-
on their receipt from another place, whetre
the two Bills are al present under con-
sideration. I am not sure when they will
arrive here for our consideration, but I
think it will be appreciated that for Bills
dealing with matters of this nature—and
whilst I am not making a second reading
speech on the contents of the Bill, because
you would not permit me to do that, Mr.
President—

The Hon. W. F. Willesee:
doing toc badly.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Thank you.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): Order!

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I will not
go any further than that. I think mem-
bers will have some idea of the purpose
of the two Bills. It is the desire of the
Government that their passage be facili-
tated; and, pending receipt of them, I
ask that the House agree to the motion.

Question put and passed.

You aren’t

GASCOYNE RIVER: DAMMING

Motion
THE HON. E. M. HEENAN (Lower
North) [4.51 pm.1: I move—

That the damming of the Gascoyne
River for the stabilisation, develop-
ment, and expansion of intensive agri-
culture on the Gascoyne delta, and
other suitable land along the Gas-
coyne River, is of such State and
national impertance as to require
urgent action by the State Govern-
ment to proceed at an early date with
the construction of necessary head
works.

I would like to preface my remarks by
referring to the Governor's Speech and
quoting a couple of extracts therefrom.
His Excellency, in the course of his Speech,
had this to say—

Western Australia’s continued econ-
omic progress and development gives
us all good reason to logk ahead with
confidence. Production and produc-
tivity are rising steadily. Investment
capital is flowing into the State at a
high rate. Natural resources are be-
ing opened up to create new avenues
of wealth and employment.

He later said—

Iron ore reserves in Western Aus-
tralia are now assessed at more than
15,000 million tons of good grade ore.
Five iron ore companies have arranged
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sales to Japanese buyers totalling
258.5 million tons worth £1,200 million
aver the next quarter century.

Those comments by the Governor are
factual, and they indicate that a pros-
perous era is opening up for this State.
We do not only have to quote figures
regarding iron ore %o demonstrate that
it is evident from Esperance in the south
to Wyndham in the north that this State
is on the move at a rate which few of us
anticipated a few years ago. We see de-
velopment on a vast scale going forward
in the Esperahce-Ravensthorpe area; at
Alhany, Busselton, and Kwinana; around
Perth; and further north.

That is all to the good because, in the
world in which we now live, I am sure
we all realise the chligation that we owe
not only to the present population of
Western Australia, but also to forthcom-
ing generations and to the pecple of the
outside world, to develop our resources to
the fullest extent.

1t is fairly obvious tc everyone that
the days have gone when a relatively
smalil population, such as we have in Aus-
tralia, ean hold on to this vast continent,
untess we fulfil the obligation to use our
natural resources to their fullest capacity
and to the utmost of our ability. We
can all agree that a fairly brave effort
is being made to do that; and I am not
going to delude myself by ignoring the
fact that the rate and the scope of de-
velopment are dependent on factors such
as the resources at our command.

In dealing with this motion, however,
I hope to place before the House certain
facts and figures regarding the Carnarvon
area and the Gascoyne River which may
impress on members the worthiness of
carrying the motion.

I do not intend to be hypercritical in
my remarks, but I hope that when I have
cencluded, and after other members have
spoken—members with a vaster knowledge
of the subject than I profess to have—
the House will carry the motion and there-
by emphasise to all concerned that some-
thing other than has been done in the
past should be done.

The Gascoyne area has only recently
been added to my province, and I must
confess that I have represented it for enly
a little over a few weeks and have not
yvet had an opportunity to visit it. I have
had to glean my facts from reading
statistics and other ample data that has
been published by experts and others. 1
have found the exercise a very interesting
one, and I hope to mention figures and
to give other information that will be of
interest to members.

I will start by saying that the immediate
area of Carnarvon produces such fruit and
vegetables as: Leans, tomatoes, cucumbers,
capsicums, egegfruit, pumpkins, rock-
melons, watermelons, oranges, grapefruit,
mandarins, paw-paws, mangoes, and

{COUNCIL.]

bananas. These are produced in an area
of approximately nine miles by two miles
in extent immediately around Carnarvon,
and which, I understand, was, not so many
years ago, part of a sheep station which
ran about 150 head of sheep.

Only one third of this area is now being
used for production, because lack of water
restricts the growing of various products
to that area. Nevertheless it produces
vegetables and agricultural products to the
value of approximately £1,000,000 a year.
It is interesting, perhaps, to mention that
for the year ended the 30th June, 1965.
35,464 centals of beans were exported to
South Australia. A cental is 100 lb. so it
will be realised that that item alone is
very significant. In the 1963-64 season
the production of bananas amounted to
140,603 bushels.

Another interesting development has
occurred in this area. It has now been
almost positively revealed that it is a
fertile source for the growing of cotton.
I am sure some members may have read
in this afternoon’s issue of the Daily News
an interesting article under the heading—

FOCUS

CARNARVON COTTON: BETTER
THAN THE ORD?

By Dale Walsh

To the right of that heading there is a
picture of cotton trees or bushes bearing
bolls of ecotton, and then follows this
article;—
The picture at right shows part of
what could well be a bumper cotton
crop at the Ord . . .

It IS cotton hut it is NOT the Ord
—it is the trial cotton crop at the
Agriculture Department’s Gascoyne
research station, Carnarvon.

They are saying around the town
that Carnarvon can grow better
cotton than the ©Ord; that this is
another argument for damming the
Gascoyne.

Such a dam would he a necessity if
commercial cotton were to be grown
at Carnarvan. At present the tropical
fruit industry is being rationed on the
water it draws from the river.

The trial cotton crop at the re-
search station covers only half an acre
and was grown by irrigation but the
success does indicate that Carnarvon
might have the right climate and soil
for high-yield, high-grade cotton.

Yields compare more than favour-
ably with those chtained in similar
trials in the early days of the Ord
River. Samples have been sent to the
Ord for testing.

If the tests prove as successful as
anticipated there are indications
around the town that this may be
used as a new lever in Carnarvon's
plea for a dam.
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That the Government knows this is
indicated by the fact that officials at
the research station are loth to dis-
cuss the cotton being grown there.

In The Northern Times of the 29th July,
1965, another interesting article appears,
and I quote—

CARNARVON COTTON TRIAL
A SUCCESS

Cotton yields from the trial plot at

the Agricultural Department's Gas-

. coyne Research Station, Carnarvon,
are some of the highest ever recorded
in Australia,

The plots of eight varieties planted
on December 1 last year and harvested
in April appeared to be of high quality
and samples have been sent to the Ord
for testing.

Preliminary yield results from the
point four of an acre range from the
equivalent of 4,800 1lb. to 2,400 1b. of
seed cotton an acre, depending on the
variety.

A top yield of 4,800 lb. came from the
Rex variety, now grown as the main
variety on the Ord river, where average
big-scale commerecial yields are around
2,000 1b.

The other Ord variety, Delta Pine,
vielded the equivalent of 4,500 lb. of
seed cotton an acre,

Most of the lower-yielding types
which included American and Egyptian
varieties were long-staple. They are
& highly specialised type of cotton
which sells at a premium.

Yields compare more than favorably
with similiar trials in the early days of
the Ord River or in New South Wales
and indicates that Carnarvon might
have the right climate and soil for
high-yielding, high-quality cotton,.

Cautious

Mr. W. Hawson, officer-in-charge of
the station, was cautious but optimistic
about the results.

He said more research would be
needed to confirm these early resulis
before big-scale economical cotton pro-
duction on the Gascoyne could be con-
sidered possible.

However, the district appeared to
have an ideal climate for this crop
because of the dry summers.

Commercial cotton could not be
grown at Carnarvon without a dam
built on the Gascoyne.

For many years now the Govern-
ment has been carrying out surveys for
sites for such a dam.

Since the disastrous 1960 and 61
floods, planters have been fortunate In
the Gascoyne flowing every year, thus
assuring them of good yields with their
bananas, kean and vegetable crops.

{9}
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However, as local residents know,
the rivers generally flow to a cycle—
that is a river for two or three years.
It has happened, and it can happen
again, when the river will not flow.

Ten years ago this would not have
put such a burden on the industry or
the town. Today it would be a calam-
ity if the river did not flow onhce or
twice a year.

- Expansion

With the expansion of the industry
and the increase of Carnarvon's popu-
iation, brought about to a large extent
by the establishment of the Space
Tracking Station with more than 60
families, can truly be said that the
Gascoyne River is the life-blood of the
district.

The Carnarvon people generally, feel
that the government has by-passed
them in not providing a dam. This is
a must if the present industry is to be
retained, let alone expanded.

It is estimated that a dam in the
Kennedy Ranhges or an alternative site
would cost £4 million. Not a large sum
compared with the Ord scheme and
certainly not much to ask for an in-
dustry which is worth £1 million a year
to Carnarver:. A dam in 10 years time
may be too late,

From an abstract of statistics which was
placed on my table this afternoon, I notice
that the population of Carnarvon now
totals 1,809 people. The Premier recently
said that Exmouth, with a population of
500, is looking forward to a population of
2,000 by the end of next year. The Chair-
man of the Fremantle Fisheries Co-opera-
tive Limited also made a statement recent-
1y to the effect that his company was con-
sidering forming a subsidiary company to
establish a canning factory at Carnarvon
to process fish—mainly tuna—and veget-
ables. His company proposed fo spend
£60,000 on the first stage of the project,
and the whole venture would cost £250,000.

Recently, in company with The Hon. S.
T. J, Thompson and The Hon. H. R. Rob-
inson I travelled to Port Hedland, Nulla-
gine, Mount Tom Price, and surrounding
areas with the all-party goldmining com-
mittee. I am sure that all of us were
bewildered by the tremendous amount of
activity that was going on and the stupend-
ous vistas that were opening up.

It is obvious that we are now on the
verge 0f developing this north-western
portion of the State which for so long has
been a great problem to us hecause little or
nothing could be done with it. It is
equally obvious that Carnarvon is one of
the main centres in that area; and, further,
that the vast water respurces of the Gas-
coyne River—much of the water of which
flows into the sea and is wasted—could be
harnessed. It would seem that the sky
would be the limit of what could be pro-
duced and achieved by way of closer
settlement.
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How many more sheep could be carried
if water were made avallable to farmers,
station owners, and other agricultural
producers is beyond my comprehension,
but it does seem that every effort should
be made to open up a vaster area than
the nine by two miles which I quoted at
the opening of my remarks. It also has
to be borne in mind that no longer can
we go on counting on the river running
every year, as it has done over the past
siX years. Those who know more about
ithe subject assure me that as certain as
the sun rises tomorrow the time will come
at any time when that state of affairs
will stop and there will be & drought.
With this expanding town, and with the
develepment that is going on all around
it, that is a risk which can no Jonger
be taken,

When Mr. Wise came to this State he
found there was little or nothing grown
in this area, and he was the man who
introduced the growing of bananas and
other c¢rops; and no-one in this State
knows more about the area’s potentialities
than he does, but its potentialities are re-
stricted and limited by this water prob-
lem. How often do we hear it said in
Australia, “If only we had water, what
we could do.” We have the water up
there, and it is just a matter of harness-
ing it and damming it to avoid the element
of risk.

I have already quofed articles to the
House, but I now propose to quote from
what is known as the Furphy report made
several years ago, and this is the summary
of that report—

Apart from findings which were
mainly of engineering consequence,
the conclusions of the Furphy Report
were as follows:—

“The potential productivity of
the Gascoyne River delta is so
great that its development to the
fullest extent permitted by the
total available water supply,
seems justifiable.”

“While an expert investigation
of the markets that would be
available for greatly expanded
production should be made, there
seems to be every reason to be
optimistic in this respect.”

If optimism was justified at the time of
the Furphy report, it is far more justified
in this year of 1965. To continue—

“The over-exploitation, by un-
controlled private pumping, of
the water bearing strata under
and near the river can cause
permanent impairment of the
underground storage that now
exists.”

“In the absence of any natural
site for a large reservoir near the
irrigation area, and because of
the very high evaporation rate,
the best and least expensive
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method of conserving at least
sufficient water to assure the
continuance of the existing de-
velopment is (a) to prevent un-
wise and excessive pumping, and
(b) to promote recharge of the
underground storage.”

“Excessive pumping from a
single bore or group of bores ecan
praduce ‘salting’ of other bores
from which only moderate pump-
ing has been done. This can be
prevented only by limitation of
pumping rights or, preferably, by
the complete ahandonment of
private pumping and its replace-
ment by a cocrdinated pumping
scheme under Governmental or
cooperative eonfrol.”’

“Under such a coordinated
system, the water could be drawn
from locations and at rates deter-
mined by the availability of the
water rather than at locations
convenient to the points of usage.
In this way ‘salting’ of the
aquifers could be avoided and the
total available supply greatly in-
creased.”

“For the maximum exploitation
of the water resources of the
river, a large scale storage will,
most probably, be necessary, and
the most suitable =ite for such
a2 storage is, almost certainly,
that at Kennedy Range. The
economic capecity of such a
reservoir cannot be determined,
however, until reliable streamfiow
data are collected over a period
of years.”

“It is probably sound, when
viewed from the standpoint of
gross return from the region, to
permit or encourage development
in excess of what can be watered
with certainty every year. It may
be that losses due to partial or
complete droughts at calculatea
intervals would be more than
offset by additional production in
normal years.”

There is also a very informative report on -
this subjiect compiled by Messrs. J. BS.
Nalson and M, L. Parker of the University
of Western Australia. It is dated Septem-
ber, 1963, and is called Irrigation on the
Gascoyne River—An Economic Appraisal.
1 do not intend wearying the House with
much from this report, but there are ane
or two significant conclusions with which
I shall confent myself. I think I will
quote only the last one, which is a parg-
graph headed, “Economic forces favour-
ing some expansion of irrigated agri-
culture at Carnarvon.”  The paragraph
states—
(i} The expanding Perth market for
out-of-season vegetables which is
expected to increase with the
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growth of the Western Australian
population at a rate of about two
per cent. per annum. In addition,
the quickening of development in
the north-west suggests that the
area may eventually provide an
outlet for Carnarven produce
over a Jlonger season than is
possible on the Perth market.

The expanding market for beans
sold on the Adelaide market. By
1975 this market could require a
further 80 acres of additional
preoduction at Carnarvon, and
further penetration of interstate
markets appears likely providing
that an effort is made to ensure
regularity and quality of supplies.
(iii) The likelihood of displacing East-
ern State bananas sold on the
Perth market.
(iv) The total potential demand for
Carnarvon produce which, by
1975, could amount to an addi-
tional 1,100 acres of vegetables
and between 900 and 1,200 acres
of bananas. This could be supple-
mented hy a small acreage of
citrus and tropical fryits for the
Western Australian market, and
a much larger acreage of dates
for the Australian market.

(v) The cost advantage which Car-
narvon appears likely to have
relative to the Kimberleys in the
production and marketing of
medium staple cotton.

(vi) The arid climate at Carnarvon
which is believed to favour the
producticn of long staple cotton,
commanding premium prices on
world markets, and the oppor-
tunity for integrating this labour-
intensive crop within the present
area of irrigated agriculture.

If any members are interested in the
subject—and I am sure they all are in-
terested, because this is a portion of our
State which according to this report by
eminent men has vast potentialities—I
sugegest they make themselves conversant
with this most interesting and informative
report. It seems obvious to me that in
the light of the evidence available, this
subject will now have to be given top
priority. Therefore I feel that the motion
which I have moved is worthy of support.

(i}

Shortly after introducing it I admitted
the fact that in this vast State of ours
there are lots of things which we would
like to do, but in this life it takes time.
It has taken a long time to get Western
Australia to the state of development
which it now enjoys. I know the Esper-
ance area; I knew it in my boyhood;
and I now reglise that the harried pas-
toralists and pioneers who went down
there had little or no chance of achieving
material success in their own lives, It
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has taken almost a couple of lifetimes to
get Esperance to the stage where it now
is. However, we have to bear in mind
the fact that the outside world is looking
in our direction and that there are tre-
mendous repercussions right up north of
Australia., The ball is now at our feet,
and the responsibility is ours to step up
the pace of development of this State,
otherwise we will be failing in our duty
and also perhaps running risks which
should not be rum.

It seems to me, therefore, that the Gov-
ernment will have to step up its interest
in this area of Carnarvon with which I
have dealt. Whether the Commonwealth
Government can be induced to give
assistance to a scheme like this, which has
many features similar to those applying
to the Ord River scheme, seems to me to
be something which should bhe taken up
by the State Government.

Those are my remarks—inadequate
as perhaps they might be, and with the
lack of knowledge and experience of the
area which I have—which I submit to
the House. I hope that members who
know more about the subject than I do
will have something to say about it.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. A. F. Griffith (Minister for Mines).

BILLS (5): INTRODUCTION
AND FIRST READING
1. Coal Mine Workers (Pensions} Act
Amendment Bill.

2. Coal Mines Regulation Act Amend-
ment Bill,

3. M.inel? Regulation Act Amendment
Bill.

Bills introduced, en motions by The
Hon. A. P. Grifith (Minister for
Mines), and read a first time.

4. Debtors Act Amendment Bill.

5. Stipendiary Magisirates Act Amend-
ment Bill,

Bills introduced, on motions by The
Hon. A. P, Grifith (Minister for
Justice), and read a first time.

MINING ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading
THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North

Metropolitan—Minister for Mines) [5.37
pm.l: I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Towards the end of last year applica-
tion was made to the Mines Department
for a license to treat tailings lying on
what was an abandoned tailings area—
Crown land area.

In dealing with the application, it was
found that while the Mining Act was quite
clear in granting to the Crown ownership
of tailings on abandoned leases, some
doubt exists as fo cwnership in regard to
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tailings on abandoned mining tenements
other than leases, such as tailings areas,
machinery areas, ete., which would ali
produce tailings. Crown Law advice re-
ceived early in January confirmed the
doubt and, as a consequence, the applica-
tion had to be refused.

The purpose of this Bill is to rectify
the position and also to validate any past
licenses granted in respect of similar ap-
plications. This latter provision is neces-
sary because it has always been the under-
standing and practice in the Mines De-
partment to assume that such tailings
were Crown property.

There is no doubt that the original in-
tention was that the Crown should have
ownership in regard to tailings from
abandoned mining tenements. of all
descriptions and not solely from aband-
oned leases. The provision will apply to
mining tenements which comprised either
Crown or private land.

The Bill also amends subsection (9) of
section 322 of the principal Act by re-
placing the word "Court” with the words
“W.A. Industrial Commission,” This par-
ticular alteration was overlooked when
similar consequential ones were previously
dealt with in 1963.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs.

CONSTITUTION ACTS
AMENDMENT EILL

Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Assembly; and,
on motion by The Hon. A, F. Griffith
(Minister for Justice), read a first time.

Second Reading

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan—Minister for Justice) [5.43
pm.]: 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

The Constitution Acts Amendment Act
of 1899 provided that there should be six
prinecipal executive officers. The 1927
Parliament decided that - this number
should be increased to eight. 'This number
remained unaltered until the introduction
of the Acts Amendment (Increase in
Number of Ministers of the Crown) Bill
of 1950, which increased the number of
Ministers to ten.

Previous Governments, when faced with
the necessity for imminent reshuffle of
portfolios brought about by an overall
expansion of State activities, found it
necessary in effectively bringing about a
satisfactory reshuffle to nominate one or
two Honorary Ministers nominally in
charge of certain departments, but ap-
gointed as assistants to Ministers of the

rown.
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These have been rare occasions, for
obviously a normal reshuffie of Cabinet
portfolios becomes necessary owing to an
upsurge in activity in a particular direc-
tion, and is sometimes counterbalanced by
an easing up of work in one or more other
directions.

The nomination of Honorary Ministers
is normally made objectively with a view to
their being granted full ministerial status
by Act of Parliament at the earliest oppor-
tunity, with financial provision being made
also.

Two of the most heavily overloaded
portfolios, prior to the recent reshuffle,
were those of Industrial Development,
North-West, and Railways; and Mines,
Housing, and Justice. The long fterm pro-
gramme of law reform, together with the
Australa-wide trend towards uniformity
in State legislation affecting the Australian
economic scene, and the pursuit of recip-
rocal legislative enactments, have resulted
in State Ministers for Justice, and Attor-
neys-General, being more than fully
occupied.

I have had my own personal experience
of endeavouring to cope with three port-
folios in addition to the obligations entailed
as Leader of the Government in this
House. Mining activity, which for some
considerable time had been somewhat
latent, has been given greater impetus
through the demand for iron and new
metals. This placed a heavy burden on
my portfolio and, as a consequence, the
responsibility of State housing was passed
to Mr. O'Neil.

Industrial development of the State’s
secondary industries has been intensively
and satisfactorily pursued. Development
of the iron ore industry, together with the
promotion of its ancillary requirements,
such as housing, harbours, roads, and rall-
ways—much of this coming within the
province of the North-West portfolio—is
self-explanatory as far as relief in this
portfolio is indicated.

Additionally, and in hand with the re-
habilitation of the State railways, there has
been the added responsibility of launching
and constructing the standardised railway
scheme. Consequently, it is considered
this portfolio is best relieved through the
nomination of an Honorary Minister for
Railways responsible, pending the passing
of appropriate legislation, to the Minister
for Industrial Development, Railways, and
the North-West.

Consequent upon the development of the
jron ore industry, involving the important
Department of Works, together with the
relinquishment of this portfolio by Mr,
Wild to become Agent-General, the re-
allocation of that portfolip as between
‘Works and Health, so to speak, suggested
the advisability of the appointment of an
Honorary Minister to attend the realloca-
ted portfolio of Health, Fisheries, and
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Fauna. With Mr., MacKinnon now also
occupying the third seat in the Govern-
ment’s front bench in this House, a more
even distribution of Government business
will be possible.

The purpose of this Bill is to increase the
number of Ministers of the Crown from
10 to 12. It is to he supported by an
amendment to the Parliamentary Allow-
ances Act to make provision for the pay-
ment of allowances and salaries to the new
Ministers in recognition of the added re-

sponsibilities which have been accepted by
them. ‘

In seeking the approval of Parliament
to the increase in the number of principal
officers of the Crown, it is submitted for
the consideration of members that there
has been a great increase in the general
activity of Government departments and
instrumentalities throughout the State.
Expansion and development work is being
carried out on a large scale, requiring
increased Government activity. Bvery
department of the State Government
plays an integral part in our progress,
and many are very closely associated with
the developments in all areas from Wynd-
ham to Esperance, and from the coast
almost to the South Australian border.
It was interesting to hear Mr. Heenan’s
remarks a short time ago, when speaking
on another matter, regarding the devel-
opment of the State.

Up to the present, the burden of re-
sponsibility and decision making has been
shouldered by 10 Ministers of the Crown.
I think, if I recall rightly, references have
been made in this Chamber to the pretty
obvious fact that Ministers, generally,
were becoming much overworked; and, of
course, the ideal would be for one major
responsibility to be allotted to one Min-
ister. 'While this may not be considered
practicable at the present time, the move
to increase the number from 10 to 12 is
a move in the right direction.

This is an age when Ministers of the
Crown are expected to travel frequently,
and they must do this if they are to keep
in touch with the work in various parts
of the State, particularly in a State con-
taining a third of the area of the Com-
monwealth, as Western Australia does.
Regular visits of inspection are necessary
if Ministers are to have personal know-
ledge of the developments which are
taking place—necessary if the right deci-
sions are to be made in the progression
of the State’s development. Quite often
it is necessary for Ministers to be away
from their offices for up to a week at 2
time. On the other hand, it is equally
necessary for Ministers to be very closely
in touch with what is being done in their
offices; and this, bearing in mind particu-
larly the complex situation in which the
State finds itself today in the matter of
trade, commerce, government, and admini-
stration.
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While the Ministers of the Crown are
greatly dependent upon the expert advice
available to them from their more highly
placed officers, it remains the responsi-
bility of Ministers to make the decisions.
S50 the Minister is required to spend a
great deal of time in his office in order
to keep in touch with what is going on.
It is necessary not only to keep in touch
by personal inspection in order to have
a complete knowledge of what is being
done outside but also to know at first
hand what is being done on the admin-
istrative side in his departments.

I has always been desirable that Min-
isters of the Crown should be enabled to
proceed beyond the borders of their own
State and country in order t{o keep
abreast of the latest developments in other
parts of the world. The facilities pro-
vided by modern means of travel enable
present-day Ministers to travel and see
what their counterparts in other parts of
the world are doing and, by becoming
more knowledegeable in the very complex
problems of the day and acquainting
themselves with the latest scientific devel-
opments, he enabled to carry out their
responsibilities to the State to the highest
degree possible.

As the Government has now already
administratively increased the number of
Ministers of the Crown, the purpose of
this measure is to grant to the two Hon-
orary Ministers full ministerial status;
and, as they are not receiving the min-
isterial allowance and salary, though car-
1ving ocut their appointed duties, the
passing of this Bill and its supporting
measure is a necessary procedure to enable
this to be done, and it is commended to
members for the reason that the added
demands on the Government justify its
spreading the burden of administration.

THE HON. F. J, 8. WISE (North—
Leader of the Opposition) (554 p.m.):
Since the appointment of the Honorary
Ministers by the Government, following the
election, it was obvious they could remain
as Honorary Ministers—and I take it they
have been sworn in as members of the
Executive Council—only until Parliament
met.

If we were t0 gauge the importance and
the metrits of this Bill by the requirements
of the office of a Minister in this Chamber,
there would not be any doubt, I am sure,
in the minds of all members that there
is a complete warrant and necessity for a
third Minister to be in this House. When
I first entered this Legislative Council, in
very recent years, the Minister in charge
of the work of the Goevernment in this
House—firstly, Mr. Fraser, and then Mr.
Strickland—had more than a full-time job
in the handling of the departments which
both those men controlled as well as in
the conduct of all the business being intro-
duced into this Chamber by Government
measure or action.
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The work those two members did took
its toll of their health and finally, after
a breakdown, Mr. Fraser was stricken with
an illness which ultimately brought about
his death, Since that time, without being
in any way unkind, I have, on more than
one occasion, deliberately drawn attention
to the fact that Ministers in this House
were overwrought and under strain; and
it has become an obvious necessity to add
to the numbers handling Government busi-
ness as Ministers in this Chamber.

However, in this Chambher we cannot
possibly gauge how effective is the work
of Ministers in another piace, or how hard
some of them may work; but I wish that
one or two—and I shall not even be pro-
voked into naming them—were serving the
State as diligently as the Ministers in this
Chamber. Be that-as it may, with the
growth of responsibility to the public of
this State, through departments, one of the
most tmportant things in our democratic
way of life and form of Government is to
ensure that the responsibilities accepted
by Ministers are carried out by them.
Unfortunately, either through dilatoriness,
Incapacity, or lack of desire, by deliberate
intent or by accident, there has been a
delegation of duty and authority to those
who are not responsible to Parliament and
to the community through their election.

I am averse to anything that would in
any way foster a bureaucracy as against
& demoaocracy properly functioning through
the activities of active Ministers in Gov-
ernment.  Although there are definite
signs in Australia of bureaucracy increas-
ing in its incidence, not merely in g State
sense but in a Commonwealth sense, I hope
with ereat earnestness that Ministers will
find themselves extremely busy in carrying
out their functions.

. I support the Bili, and members who are
interested in what is being amended will
find on page 166 of the Standing Orders
the section of the Constitution Acts
Amendment Act to which this Bill refers.
The amendment is simply to increase the
number applying to the number of execu-
tive officers, the intention being to substi-
tute the word “twelve” for the word “ten”
in two separate lines.

I hope the State will continue in its
progress and activity, and that it will
prove the judgment of this Parliament is
right in supporting the Government in
this measure.

THE HON. W. F. WILLESEE (North-
East Metropolitan) (6.1 p.m.1: This move
was not unexpected; in my opinion it was
inevitahle. There is no person who sits
in this Chamber from year io year who
does not sincerely appreciate the work
that has been done by previous Ministers.
There have been times when in all
humanity one felt they were doing more
than they were physically capable of
doing.

[COUNCIL.]

I think it would be logical to assess the
present situation on the basis of a busi-
ness enferprise where, if responsibility in-
creased, it would not be conducive to
efficiency to load that responsibility upon
one individual, or two individuals, who
might by nature be endowed with a
limited capacity. Not only is the State’s
population growing, which, in turn, in-
creases the responsibility upon Ministers
at the personal level, but the industrial
situation in the State is explosive: and
this must call on the Ministers to give
considerable time to their duties—far
more time than was ever envisaged
several yeal's ago.

The simple issue of travel for Ministers
means there is a dearth of ministerial
representation within an office.  There-
fore it is sensible, and indeed essential, in
the efficient working of a Government
through Parliament to have representa-
tives available at all times to the public:
and more especially should we have Min-
isters available at all times where activity
is foremost. The travel in question is not
only interstate or intrastate, it is inter-
national. We all know that; the Leader
of the House has travelled to Japan on
two cccasions; and it is only reasonable
to assume that while he was away a con-
siderable hacklog of work must have heen
created within his department, and it
would be untrezsonable to expect him to
cateh up with it when he refurned to the
State.

So, while there may be some problems
associated with departmental activities, I
feel sure that an increase in the number
of Ministers is justified. The State's
activities acknowledge this fact; and, after
all, if we reach equilibrium at some future
period of time when these activities are
not so fierce, we can then have another
look at the Constitution Acts Amendment

Act. I support the Bill
THE HON. N. E. BAXTER (Central)
64 pm.]l: I also support the Bill. I

believe that the Ministers of this House,
particularly in the last 12 vears or so, have
done a sterling job. They have had to
carry a tremendous burden. In consider-
ing this matier, my mind goes back to the
vears 1930 and 1933 when, in the early
stages of those years, there were, during
the term of the particular Government,
two Ministers in the House. Later, in
1932, there was onty one Minister.

I took the opportunity a few moments
230 to check on the number of amending
Bills that were passed in the 1932 session,
and I find that they totalled 55. A glance
at last year’s programme will show that
117 Bills came before this House, 114 of
which were passed. Some of these meas-
ures were of a very complicated nature,
and the Ministers had to put in a great
deal of study to enable them to reply to
guestions raised by members in this House.
The pressure of work has increased since
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1930 and the Ministers are having a very
heavy responsibility thrust upon them.
When we consider the rate at which the
State has developed and see the many
problems that arise—some of them most
intricate ones, as mentioned by Mr.
Willesee—then an inerease in the number
of Ministers in this House t{o handle that
burden of work is fully justified.

I agree with Mr. Wise that in the past
Ministers have struggled along with the
Bills they have had to handle. They have
had a most difficuit job on their hands, and
their nerves have been badly frayed by the
end of the session. Although I am gener-
ally 2 bit hard on Ministers during the
session, I do appreciate the burden of work
they carry.

The Hon. F, J. S. Wise:
the Opposition.

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: That is so.
I am glad that the Premier and the Cabinet;
have agreed to increase the number of
Ministers in this House and in another
place.

THE HON. J. G. HISLOP (Metropoli-
tan) (6.7 p.m.1: I consider this measure
is long overdue, and 1 think we should
applaud the Premier and his Cabinet for
having made the decision. I should also
like to congratulate those members who
have been appointed. I have had evidence
of the immensity of energy and direction
they have given to their office. The relief
that these appointments will give to those
who have had to carry the burden over the
last few years will, I am sure, be great in-
aeed.

I would like to go a litte further
and say that not only do I applaud this
move, but I think another move might also
be very welcome. I refer of course to
making more use of committees of mem-
bers of Parliament. I am quite certain the
man in the street does not believe that the
individual member of Parliament takes any
real active part over a certain portion of
the year. 'The public believes that mem-
bers of Parliament are knowledgeable on
almost every point of government, and I
feel it would help the Ministers consider-
ably if we appointed such committees—
not actually official committees, but com-
mittees appointed by the House. and by the
Ministers—to inquire info certain matters.

I say this because I believe there are
many conditions upon which the viewpoint
obtained by members of Parliament out-
side any statutory body or department
could be considerably different from the
advice given at times by the departments to
their Ministers. I will not suggest or try
to outline the variocus aspects which might
be investigated by such committees, but
they are numercus. We &1l have sufficient
imagination to know what types of condit-
ions could be investigated. Like Mr. Wise,
I feel there is the fear of bureaucracy—of
government by departments, rather than
of government by Parliament.

It also affects
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The private member mixes amongst the
community, and very often he hears more
than does the Minister, hecause the two
would speak in different terms. If this
suggestion were given some thought, I am
sure it could be bheneficial to the Govern-
ment of this big State. I am not suggest-
ing that I be appointed to any committee,
nor am I looking for any self-adornment;
I simply say that any member of this House
has the brains and quality to be capable of
assessing for himself what he learns from
the man in the street, which he could con-
vey in a different sense to the Minister,
who is more than ordinarily busy in his
department. If that were done 1 think
there would be less thought by the man in
the street that he is being governed by a
system which he does not understand.
Accordingly, I applaud the move that is
being made.

What I have said does not convey any
feeling of disfavour to what any Minister
has done. It is merely desighed to correct
a wrong impression in the minds of the
people and to make use of the members
themselves. I feel that as a result of the
work that would be imposed upon private
members, we would be assured of a con-
stant supply of well-trained members who
could easily, as our two colleagues have
done, fill the post of Minister.

Sitting suspended from 6.10 to 7.30 p.m.

THE HON. J. HEITMAN (Upper West)
[7.30 p.m.]: T did not intend to speak on
this measure, originally, but I do so now
to applaud the Government for introduc-
ing it. In my view the Ministers of the
Crown have been greatly overworked. I
congratulate Mr. MacKinnon on his eleva-
tion to the Ministry. I feel sure he will.
take a keen interest in his job, and will
give satisfaction to all—not only to
the members of this House. In Mr.
MacKinnon we have a man who will, T am
sure, also give satisfaction to the depart-
ments which he is looking after.

I would like to say the same fto the
other new Ministers who have been ap-
pointed. I feel they have been well
chosen and will do a very excellent job
in their new sphere. I support the com-
ments of Dr. Hislop about members of
this House serving on committees. The
back-benchers should have a chance to
further their education on the subjects
which they delve into. I suggest that the
proposed method of inquiry be adopted
from time to time so as to give the back-
benchers a chance to further their know-
ledpe as a result of their work on these
committees.

Much mention has been made of the
excessive work which the Ministers have
done over the years. I realise that in our
leader in this House we have a man who
has had ito look after many portfolios.
As has bheen mentioned, at times his
nerves must have been frayed, and that
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reflects oan the back-benchers. We all
appreciate the large amount of work
which he has done at various times. 1
realise it has been a terrifie strain on him.
Last year he dealt with some 30 Bills,
besides handling many others which came
from ancther place. I thank the Minister
for the wark he has done, and for the
courtesy which he has shown to members
of his party and to members of this House.
I support the Bill, and hope that having
extra Ministers in the Cabinet will prove
to be of great benefit to this State.

THE HON. A. R. YONES (West) {7.34
p.m.l: I shall not let this opportunity
pass without making some small contri-
bution to the debate, for I consider 1
have had possibly as much as anybody
else to do with the decision which has
heen made. I canh recall that many years
ago through my own party, and through
advances to the Goavernment, suggestions
along these lines were made. I remember
occasions when not only the existing Min-
isters in this House, bui{ also previous
Ministers, had to face the chaos which
was created fowards the end of the
session, in particular, when two Ministers
tried toc handle all the RBills which came
forward in a very short space of time.

Everyane will realise the difficulty in
which the Ministers are placed when they
have to introduce Bills and speak on them
from the notes with which they are sup-
plied. Sometimes when queries are made
they have to obtain the information fo
satisfy the members concerned.

This measure is a good move, particu-
larly as the House requires extra minis-
terial help. It was felt by all membhers
here that the two Ministers in this House
had too much to cope with.

In the past I have advocated for relief
for the Ministers, but in the future they
could still be under pressure, to a degree.
When they have too many Bills to handle
they should give back-benchers some
experience in handling the less important
Bills, so that members generally will be
able to have a guide when new Ministers
are selected in the future. Back-benchers
should be allowed to pilot less important
measures through this House. I put this
forward as a recommendation to the
Minjsters. I have every satisfaction in
supporting the measure before us.

THE HON. H. C. STRICKLAND {North)
[7.37 p.m.1: I support the Bill and con-
gratulate Mr. MacKinnon on his elevation
to the Ministry. I have often wondered
why the various parties have not appoint-
ed more Ministers to this House. In the
past the business of the House has been
dealt with by one Minister, and one or two
Honorary Ministers. There is nothing in
the Constitution to stop the Government
from appointing more than one, because it
provides there must not be less than one,

[COUNCIL.]

When I first came into this House there
was ohly one Minister, and he was assisted
by an Honorary Minister. In those days
they were quite capable of handling the
legislation which came forward; but I
should peoint out that legislation got short
shrift if it was not acceptable to the Gov-
ernment, or if it was not a Government
mecswre. It is very common Kknowledge
that when such a Bill eame along some
member would say, “"Open the windows and
throw it out.” The windews were opened
and many Bills never saw the light of day.
They were mevrely introduced, the second
readings were moved, but no replies were
given; nor were adjournments asked for.
The question was put, and the Bills were
not agreed to.

There has been quite a change since
those days. As the State progresses and
expands, more legislation will be required
to be passed, and the business of Govern-
ment will increase. After all, the Govern-
ment is a business. The Ministers are no
different from managing directors of com-
panies, or the responsible officers in charge
of institutions.

Unfortunately some Ministers did be-
come lax and allowed beaurocracy rather
than themselves to take over the adminis-
tration. I hope that with the expansion
of the Ministry such will not be the case
in the future. If it does exist at present it
should be discontinued with the elevation
of the new directors to the Government.

in our democratic way of life it Is im-
portant that the general public and public
bodies which have grievances should have
the opportunity to make an approach
through their parllamentary representa-
tives to as high an authority as the
Ministry. That has not always applied.
Ministers in the past have been too busy
and have become too involved in their
ministerial duties, in the weork in their
offices, in their political obligations to their
parties, and in their attendance at social
functions, to keep in touch with their con-
stituents. So I am very pleased that the
present Ministry has been enlarged. I
sincerely hope this will enable the Minis-
ters to give more attention to the official
duties which they are required to perform.

As a Minister who has represented a
Government—a Government which had
not got the wind behind it in this House—
I would like to remind the present Minis-
ters that their responsibilities and worries
are minor compared to those which con-
fronted the previous Government,

I can recall some of the moves which
were made in this House during my six
yvears as a Minister. I speak with some
authority on these matters. During the
unfortunate illness of the Chief Secretary,
the late Mr. Fraser, I was only able to
conduct the business of the House with
the assistance of my colleagues, who hand-
led Bills on my behalf.
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I support the proposal put forward by
Mr. Jones that the Government should give
back-benchers the opportunity to handle
Bills. I cannot remember one occasion
when this Government requested a back-
bencher to handle a Bil] through all its
stages. Admittedly that is not the re-
sponsibility of private members. I found
this praetice very helpful during the period
I was a Minister, and I was able to con-
centrate on the more important measures
before the House.

As the Government we ran into all sorts
of difficulties, and we experienced a very
trying time when, as a minority in this
House, we attempted to put a particular
measure through—one for which we had a
mandate from the people. All kinds of
wily tricks were used, such as the moving
of the debate to be adjourned till Christ-
mas Day, to defeat a Bill. Anoather trick
was to move for the Chairman fo go out of
the Chair, in order to defeat a measure.
In those days many wily tricks were used.

One would not expect such tricks In a
non-party House such as this. In the
early days there was no recognised Leader
of the Opposition. The House was looked
upon and upheld as being a non-party
House. With those remarks I do, of
course, congratulate the three Ministers
because they de not have any danger of
running up against that sort of problem.

As I have said, there were all sorts of
tricks. There were measures such as the
Bank Holidays Act Amendment Bill which
was iniroduced three or four times by the
Labor Party, which had a mandate, but
straight out the window it went. But what
happened the first year there was a change
and the wind was behind the Ministry? It
went through. That is what occurs when
Ministers represent the minority in this
House.

Therefore I econgratulate the Ministers,
and particularly envy their fortunate posi-
tion of knowing that anything they submit
is almost certain to be passed.

THE HON. C. R. ABBEY (West) [7.46
p.an.): I rise to support the measure and
I do so becguse there are a couple of
points T would like to bring to the atten-
tion of the House. However, before doing
that I would like very sincerely to con-
gratulate Mr. MacKinnon on his elevation
o the Ministry. 1 feel that the admin-
istration of the State with the 12 Min-
isters we now have is in very good hands.

The Hon. R. F. Hutchison: A maftter of
opinion, that.

The Hon. C. R. ABBEY: We all agree,
of course—even the Opposition, as I have
heard some of them say in the last couple
of days—that this State is really pgoing
places. This heing the case, the admin-
istration and the responsibilities must be-
come very much greater in the future, and
I suppose it is not too silly to envisage
that a time will come, perhaps in the not
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too distant future, when it will be con-
sidered that the number in the Ministry
snould be increased agzain. I am not
forecasting this on behalf of the Govern-
ment, of course.

Having listened to the debate this
evening and the Address-in-Reply contri-
bution by Mr. Wise, it does seem to me
that, considering the importance of the
work the three Ministers have to carry
out in this House, the accommodation on
the front bench is rather inadequate. The
Ministers have very many important docu-
ments to arrange before them and in the
past with only two Ministers a great deal
of congestion occurred.

We have in this House a great deal of
room—much more than in another place—
and I feel it would be fairly reasonable
for us to consider the spacing out of the
seats in order that the three Ministers
might be supplied with individual desks.
This would provide more accommodation
for their docwments and papers. It is
not unreasonable to suggest that the front
bench of the Opposition should be pro-
vided with the same facilities. The Min-
isters should be afforded every oppor-
tunity to administer their portfolips and
to handle the debates in this House in an
efficient manner.

It is for that reason I make the sug-
gestion, and I hope that you, Mr. Presi-
dent, will find some merit in it. I know
that should you do so you will take steps
to implement it. It is not a question of
comfort, either, but one of good working
ability which would be to the advantage
of all. I support the measure.

THE HON. R. F. HUTCHISON (North-
East Metropolitan) [7.50 pm.]: I did not
have any intention of speaking on this
dehate, but I cannot let the swan song go
over without a challenge. 1 congratulate
the Ministers, too. I congratulate anyone
who is elevated to a higher position, How-
ever, I cannot say that I am pleased with
the House, and the set-up as it has always
been, because in my opinion democracy has
never been evident in this House.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon.
Diver): Order!

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: It cannot
be when it is impossible for the Opposition
to obtain enough seats to govern the
country; and that is owing to the gerry-
mandering of boundaries.

The PRESIDENT {(The Hon, L. C.
Diver): QOrder! 1 draw the honourable
member’s attention to the fact that
boundaries are not mentioned in the legis-
lation bhefore the House.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: I thought
that might be the hidden barbed wire, but
will not mention it again. I would like to
say that when the Labor Government was
in office it never had power in this House—
it never has had—and I must register that
point.

L C.
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Labor stalwarts of the past have left a
proud record behind them, to have battled
a5 long as they did against the circum-
stances In which they always found them-
selves in this Chamber. I hope that some
day some semblance of equality will be evi-
dent and that those present now—the new
Ministers—will make it possible for a fairer
and more democratic system that will en-
able electors to make a real choice of whom
they want to have in this Chamber.

Labor members here are men of sub-
stance and they have earned and held
honourable positions in this State. For
instance, our present Leader (Mr, Wise)
was once a Premier of this State and has
a very proud record. We also have Mr.
Strickland and others who have proud
records behind them, and I must voice my
protest that they have never had an oppor-
tunity of bringing to fruition their real
desires. Therefore I do congratulate the
Ministers and with that will end my con-
tribution to the debate.

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan—Minister for Justice) [7.53
p.m.J: I am naturally very pleased with
the general reception of this Bill, Mr.
MacKinnon has asked me fo convey his
appreciation of the remarks made by mem-
bers in relation to his elevation to the
Cabinet, and this I sincerely do for him.

I feel compelled to bring members back
to the contents of the Bill. As Mr. Wise
further explained to us, it is simply one
of mathematics, because it merely alters in
the Constitution Aects Amendment Act
‘“ten” to “twelve”. However, I feel com-
pelled to say that the composition of the
parties as they exist at present in this
Chamber is as a resuit of a general election
at which the people of this State voted, for
members of this House, on the same fran-
chise as they did for another place.

The Hon. R. F. Hutchison:
boundaries.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: And of
course the reference to the gerrymander-
ing of seats is nothing more nor less than

I said

a scathing, slanderous attack on those
people who are responsible . . .
The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.

Diver): Order! I would draw the Mini-
ster’s attention to the fact that I asked
Mrs. Hutchison to restrain herself on that
point, and I ask hitn to do the same.

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH: Yes, Sir. I
would have thought up to a point of time
that the general way of dealing with this
Bill was the acceptable one, but I fear it
was a little bit spoilt. I would like to say,
however, in reply to Mr. Wise, that Mr.
MacKinnon and the other Honorary
Minister have been sworn in as members of
the Executive Council.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I felt sure they
would have been.

[COUNCIL.]

The Hon. A, F. GRIFFITH: I felt sure he
would have felt that way. I am particu-
larly pleased with the aproach so far as
this House is concerned. I share the
thoughts of Mr. Strickland in relation to
the period when he stood where I am
standing now, when our good friend, the
late Gilbert Fraser, was indisposed. I must
assure Mr. Strickland that all of us were
very conscious of the work he did on that
occasion under extreme difficulties. He
even found himself in the position of being
one Minister in this House, the same as the
Minister who first led this House when the
Constitution provided for a distribution of
Ministers between the two Houses, because
there was only one here then, and he had
to do all the work and had all the Bills
to attend to.

Although in the last six years, and prior
to that, Mr. Logan and I were two Mini-
sters here, we hoth felt the burden; and,
as an overwrought Minister, I have tried
to understand perhaps the overwrought
feelings of some of the back-bench mem-
bers in the House,

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: And the Opposi-
tion, too.

The Hon. A. F, GRIFFITH: I was refer-
ing to them-—no-one in particular, but all
of them in general.

’I;he Hon, R. Thompson: Why look at
me?

The Hon., A, . GRIFFITH: All I can
say to the honourable member is that if
the cap fits, wear it., But, joking aside—

The Hon. R. F. Hutchison: It is no joke!

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: —I was
thinking a little about the remarks made
by Dr. Hislop when he spoke to us on this
matter before the tea suspension. He
spoke about the part private members can
play in the conduct of the State, and
without any hesitation I would say that a
private member of Parliament can get out
of his job exactly what he puts into it.

In relation to the suggestion made by
Mr. Jones that some private members
should be asked to help with the conduct
of some legislation, T think this is some-
thing we could do. It will be appreciated
of course that we will not be in a position
to ask Labor members to help with the
Government legislation, but if any of them
are willing to help on controversial matters,
they can do so.

The Hon, F. J, 8. Wise: We usually do
help.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Not in the
direct sense to which Mr. Jones was refer-
ring. It occured to me that in following
Mr. Jones' suggestion we might get Mr.
Willmott to conduct a Bill for us on the
guestion of bushfires; Mr. Watson might
handle a eompany’s Bill for me some time;
and Mr. Jack Thomson, or Mr, Baxter,
could perhaps deal with a Bill on the fluori-
dation of water supplies.
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The PRESIDENT {(The Hon. L. C.

Diver): Order!

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: And I am
guite sure I could think of some other
ways in which these members could be
helpful to us on occasions.

The Hon. N, E. Baxter: Subject of course
to cur acceptance.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I would
like to say in all seriousness that if we try
this—and I think we could try it—then it
would be up to the honourable member
whom we asked, to accept the responsibil-
ity and assist not only for our benefit as
Ministers, but his too. He would have to
take the trouble to study the Bill and come
into our offices and find out what it was
all about and stger it through the House,
thus helping in the same way as mem-
bers helped Mr. Strickland on the occasion
that he found himself obliged to seek help
because of the heavy load.

What I said about some members and
various Bills will, I hope, be accepted in the
manner in which it was intended. We
would be happy to think that members
will help: and, of course, this brings me to
the point that we are not always sure what
is going to happen to some of these meas-
ures. However, as a result of the general
election and the state of the House now, 1
hope we ean be a lttle surer from time to
time.

The Hon., F. J. S. Wise: You cannot
expect 10 to defeat 20, can you?

The Hon. A. ¥. GRIFFITH: This is
one of those mathematical equations when
one, or five, from 10 makes 10. However, I
do not think I should continue in this way
any further, except to say it is gratifying
that a Bill of this nature has been received
in the manner in which it has, particu-
larly in respect of the understanding that
has been expressed from the point of view
of the Ministers in the Government st the
moment and those members who have been
in a Government in the past. That, be-
cause of the appreciation of the amount of
work involved in a Ministry—if I can
express it this way—is where the better
understanding lies.

I satisfy myself with once again thank-
ing members for the support they have
given the Bill.

Question put.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): The Bill requires an absolute
majority of members present. Therefore
in accordance with Standing Order 243, it
is necessary for a division. Ring the bells.

Bells rung and House divided.

The PRESIDENT {(The Hon. L. C.
Diver): As it is obvicus we have an
absolute majority, I declare the guestion
passes in the affirmative.

Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time,
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In Committee, etc.

Bili passed through Commitiee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North

Metropolitan—Minister for Justice) (8.5
pm.l: I move—
That the Bill be now read a third
time.

Question put.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): In accordance with Standing
Order 243, a division must be taken. Ring
the bells.

Bells rung and House divided.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Biver): It is apparent that all members
are voting with the ayes, so I declare the
division off as we have an absolute major-
ity as required.

Question thus passed.
Bill read a third time and passed.

PARLIAMENTARY ALLOWANCES
ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Assembly; and,
on motion by The Hon. A. F. Griffith
(Minister for Mines), read a first time.

Second Reading
THE HON. A, F. GRIFFITH (North

Metropolitan—Minister for Mines [8.8
pm.}. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.

The measure we have just passed in-
creases the number of the executive officers
of the Ministry from 10 to 12, The Bill
now before us follows that measure and
seeks fo amend the Parliamentary Allow-
aneces Act. It is very brief; it simply sub-
stitutes for the word “seven’”” in line 1 of
paragraph {(e¢) of subsection (4) the word
llnine-l’

The reason for the difference between
these numbers—an increase from 10 to 12
in the Constitution Acts Amendment Bill,
and seven to nine in this measure—and
the actual number of Ministers of the
Crown comes about through the Premier,
the Deputy Premier, and the Leader of
the Government in this House being paid
under a separate heading. The effect of
this Bill will be to permit the payment of
allowances and salaries to the two addi-
tional Ministers appointed administratively
by the Government.

I believe it is not necessary for me to
further enlarge upon this point for, in
effect, I have already placed before mem-
bers sufficient argument—and it has been
readily accepted by all members—for the
increase in the Ministty. That has been
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done by the measure amending the Con-
stitution Acts Amendment Act, and there-
fore it is not necessary for me to make
any further explanation.

THE HON. F. J. 8. WISE (North—
Leader of the Opposition) [8.10 p.m.1: I
am quite prepared to allow this Bill to
pass without debate. It is merely conse-
quential—in justice to the new Ministers—
upon the Bill that has just been passed,
and I support it.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

In Commitiee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopied.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by
The Hon. A, F. Griffith (Minister for
Mines), and passed.

ADJOURNMENT CF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

THE HON. A, F. GRIFFITH <(North
i ini i [8.12

I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
until Tuesday, the 1Tth August.

Question put and passed.

p.m.l:

House adjourned at 8.13 p.m.

PLegislative Assembly
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